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Fr. Themi, as we call him, was born in Alexandria Egypt, and migrated with his family to Melbourne, Australia at an early age. In his late teens he was the base guitarist for the popular band 'The flies” and toured Australia with the 'Rolling Stones” achieving a high level of stardom on the Rock n Roll scene.
In his early 20s he was the youngest lecturer at Melbourne University and by his late 20s he became a Greek Orthodox Monk.  After completing his studies at Holy Cross School of Theology he went on to study at distinguished Universities such as Harvard, Princeton and received a PhD from Brown University. He is currently working toward his second PhD in Education. After his studies he returned to Australia and became one of the founding Lecturers in Sydney's Greek Orthodox Theological College of St Andrew.  Then some 20 years ago, he sold all his belongings, gave the money to the poor and headed off to Africa to serve the poorest of the poor. Every year he returns to Australia to generate awareness for the poor in Africa and to raise funds for his various missions.  In Kenya, in the east coast of Africa, he established Pre- Schools, Schools, Colleges, feeding programs, Tailoring Schools and in the future a Nursing and Pharmacy college; and eventually a University for the poor.

In 2007, the Greek Orthodox Patriarch of Alexandria and all of Africa summoned him to take up his cross and set up a new mission at a country of his own choice. He chose the then poorest country in the world, Sierra Leone because as he put it, he would start from the bottom and work his way up.  In Sierra Leone (subject of the movie Blood Diamond), in just 3 years he has established two schools with over 2000 children where he feeds them Faith, Food and Education on a daily basis; he has established and built an entire village with houses, schools, medical clinics for the destitute and disabled; as well as places of Worship; Teachers College; Women’s Jail Tailoring School; Disabled tailoring School; Child Care Centre; Health Centre; New secondary schools and the list continues to grow daily. In the secular world he is described as Australia's version of Mother Teresa, in Africa he is called the priest that forgives.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]This year Fr. Themi was invited to the Greek Orthodox Seminary in Brookline, Ma to speak about missions. We are blessed to have him among us here on the Eastern Shore for an evening during this Thanksgiving Season, a gift from the Lord to us and for which we are truly thankful. [image: ]
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